Social Studies and World Citizenship

rate piece of furniture for a man's upper chamber, if he has
common sense on the ground floor. In any event the
deliverances of common sense are not so constant and
uniform as the deliverances of scientific method. Men of
science can be found both within and outside the ranks of
professed rationalists.

Since, however, science is the sworn foe of ignorance,
besides being, as Adam Smith remarked, the great antidote
to the poison of superstition, the man of science as such
may be expected to make certain demands upon the advo-
cates of religious instruction in the schools. He will be apt
to demand that the results of genuine and unprejudiced
scientific investigation shall be respected and accepted
wherever scientific method is applicable. In the matter of
Biblical criticism, for example, his sympathies will be with
the modernists, who apply to the Bible precisely the same
methods of research as are applied to other ancient literature,
these methods being strictly scientific in the sense that reason
alone is employed without the intrusion of emotion. It is
scarcely necessary to add that the main conclusions, at aay
rate of the less drastic critics, have by this time found their
way even into the junior school, where the teachers, unlike
their grandparents, should not be troubled about the literal
inerrancy of the stories of creation and Noah's flood.
Recently, the assured results of New Testament criticism
have also found their way into school editions, one of the
best commentators remarking that " the truest reverence is
not unintelligent acquiescence, but sound criticism ". As
for the creeds, the man of science, though he may have
reasons of the heart for attending church services, cannot
but feel uncomfortable when he hears phrases recited just
because they are old, though both parson and people take
them with all manner of mental reservations. That being
so, he can scarcely regard them as suitable material for child
education,

The modem study of child nature is certainly pursued
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